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New Haven, CT, Yale University, Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Beinecke MS 42 


Description: ff. i - i - 226 c i i- 17th-18th centuries. Original sewing on 6 double cords, each covered with brown 
leather and probably nailed to inside of boards. Red and gold wound endbands. Heavy boards are covered with thick leather 
(cowskin?) and the spine is covered separately with leather nailed to the edge of each board. There are four brass corner 
pieces and a large central boss on each board, bosses protruding from the three outer edges, and a strap and pin fastening, 
the pin on the lower board. - Gift of Victor O. Freeburg in 1953. - Shailor, B. Catalogue of Medieval and Renaissance 
Manuscripts in the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, MS 42. 

Notes:-Manuscript on parchment. 

Number of Parts: 1 - Number of Images Available: 0 

Direct Link: http://ds.lib.berkeley.edu/BeineckeMS42 47 

Language: Latin Country: Italy Century: 15th 

View a detailed description: http://brbl-net.library.yale.edu/pre1600ms/docs/pre1600.ms042.htm 

View in the Beinecke's Digital Library: http://brbl-dl.library.yale.edu/vufind/Search/Results? 
lookforzBeinecke MS 428type-zCallNumber&sort-title 


Part 1: 

Description: - parchment - 645 x 438 (425 x 270) mm. 

Country: Italy Cardinal point: 

Region: Italy City: 

Assigned Date: [between 1450 and 1500] Searchable Date Range: 1450 - 1500 

Dated by scribe: No Inscribed Date: 

Document: No Number of Scribes: 

Script: Written by one scribe in large round gothic bookhand. Index added later by Frater Elia Pinelli, in humanistic 
script. 


Notes: Three historiated initials; that on f. 3r (Sts. Peter and Andrew), the Calling of Sts. Peter and Andrew, is of high 
quality; purple with white floral highlights; ornate purple, blue and green fruit and floral border, inner margin, with 
candelabra, hairspray and gold dots. The two other historiated initials are of inferior quality: f. 78v (Holy Cross) Cross 
with Arma Christi and f. 220r (Mass of the Dead) two roundels: skull and cross-bones against a landscape and skeleton 
with scythe against a black ground. Very fine penwork 3- and 2-line initials: done in red or blue (one on f. 57r in gold), 
decorated with white bands and jewels, with blue and red penwork, large illusionistic jewel studs and simple fruit and 
floral borders, painted in purple, blue, green, and yellow or in pen, red, blue with some black and yellow; initial on f. 
189r with two seraphim. Some 2-line initials incorporate ivy or fruit swags. 1-line initials, red or blue, divided, with blue 
or red penwork, jewel studs, circles and lozenges, in green, yellow and tan. Square musical notation on 4-line red 
staves. Rubrics throughout. Binding: 17th-18th centuries. Original sewing on 6 double cords, each covered with brown 
leather and probably nailed to inside of boards. Red and gold wound endbands. Heavy boards are covered with thick 
leather (cowskin?) and the spine is covered separately with leather nailed to the edge of each board. There are four 
brass corner pieces and a large central boss on each board, bosses protruding from the three outer edges, and a strap 
and pin fastening, the pin on the lower board. 


Number of Texts: 1 


Text 1: 
Title: Gradual. 


Subjects: Catholic Church--Liturgy.; Graduals (Liturgical books).; Illumination of books and manuscripts, Medieval.; 
Manuscripts, Medieval--Connecticut--New Haven.; 


Language(s): Latin 
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